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Abstract 

Pakistan is blessed with rich natural resources in which water resources are the major ones. Yet the 

level of this important resource has been reached at an alarming level due to myriad factors such as 

misuse, mismanagement, and politics in water sectors at both levels national and international. The 

study is presenting an overview of the state of the Indus Water Treaty, Indus River Basin, and conflict 

between India and Pakistan in the wake of the Indus Water Treaty (IWT). The focus of the study is to 

reveal the hegemony of India on international waters and its relations with the outer world. 

Moreover, the research study has presented root causes of the water crisis, hydro politics in the South 

Asia region, the hegemony of India on international waters. Water management policies and co-

operation mechanism is required between Pakistan and India to cope with the challenge of water 

shortage. 
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Introduction 

Water is an ever-exhibit asset that is vital forever. Human life is existing on the Earth because of 

water. Human prosperity and financial improvement are also indispensable for reviving peace on the 

earth and for the security of the planet earth. It is assumed an essential part in the field of human 

historical perspectives, religious aspects, and workmanship in the World. It is considered by us as 

heavenly blessings to the whole of humanity through every single sacred book of every religion. 

Water is incredibly trans-limit by character accordingly makes it a conceivable reason for struggle 

(Cooper, 1996). There are around 261 universal stream bowls that cover fifty percent of the aggregate 

land surface of this globe. More than forty percent of the total population lives inside trans-limit 

bowls. Without question, the sharing and usage of it makes problems and tension for the nations 

included in the region.  

The Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna (GBM) bowl envelops roughly one point seven million 

square kilometers. It is including the local neighboring countries that are “Bangladesh”, “Bhutan”, 

“India”, “Nepal”, and “Tibetan China” in the region of Asia. The normal spillover is around twelve 

hundred cu. This area of land is arranged sixty-four percent in India, eighteen percent in china, nine 

percent in Nepal, three percent in Bhutan, and just six percent in Bangladesh. Even though India holds 

a great fraction of the power of the waterway bowls.  

The three noteworthy beautiful streams fall into the Bay of Bengal, through a solitary section, 

this is known as Meghna Estuary (Kaniaru, 2015). It is the easternmost of the Ganges delta. The 

catchment region is fifteen lakes and twenty thousand square kilometers. When British India was 

partitioned in 1947, the battle began as Bangladesh was in the most minimal riparian in the structural 

GBM framework. With a specific and significant end goal to enhance the covering and safety of 

Calcutta port Farakka Barrage. That was worked in 1959 to divert forty thousand causes of water. 

That was from the Ganges into “Hoogly-Baghirati River”. It was done to flush sediments. It kept 

Calcutta harbor operational during the dry season in the region. That thus begins the contention at it.  
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On 29 October 1951, Pakistan first authoritatively required Indian thought on compliments of 

the working of Farakka Barrage. The state of India and its administrative government reacted on eight 

March and in 1952. The task was just under preparatory examination. The worry was speculative in 

this regard. In the next years, a few gatherings occurred in the elective capitals of the two nations 

among both states. On nineteen sixty, a specialist level assembly was held amongst Indian and 

Pakistan states of the region. In the year of 1968, with no game-plan “Bangladesh” obtained the issues 

before the United Nations (Hanasz, 2014).  

Till the year 1976, the talks proceeded in that discussion dominantly. As situated in the 

subordinate riparian. East Pakistan has demonstrated the need to have positive talks. There was a need 

for a movement of the reasonable sharing of the Ganges water between two nations and two states in 

the region. However, India has dependably contended for the absence of adequate. The right 

information and precluded the proposition from claiming Wide-Ranging assertions were needed. India 

completed the development in nineteen seventy by Hindustan Construction Company (HCC).  

In any case, because of the incomplete feeder waterway, India was not able to run it due to 

crises. Bangladesh ended up free in 1971 in the opposition of Pakistan with the giddiness of the Indian 

state. The arrangements of superior connections amongst Indians and the state of “Bangladesh” were 

normal between them. Be that as it may, India's tenacious arrangement in regards to the Farakka 

design prompted a souring connection between two nations and two states in the region.  

An “Indo-Bangladesh” had Joint Water Rivers commission that was built up in 1972. It 

concentrated the stream and utilizing the waterway water in a helpful premise. At last, the Barrage 

was almost finished in 1975. A transient assertion was marked among the nations to lead a forty days‟ 

analytical examination in the testing of it. All through the dry season, it is. Lamentably, the “President 

of Bangladesh” was killed after four months. The fact was by a gathering of the equipped power in the 

country. That discovered him excessively steady with the power of the Indian state. The whole nation 

was shaky extremely for a couple of months in nonattendance of governmental administration there.  

Consequently, on 18 April of 1974, a fruitful consenting to of Ganges Water Arrangement 

(GWA) occurred. The Sharing of the water and utilization of the water of the Ganges River. Finding a 

long-haul determination and prolonged proposal for the increment of water in the dry season 

(Rahman, 2006). Even though Bangladesh stopped a formal challenge against India in January of the 

year 1979. It was decided in the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). 

The two gatherings were encouraged by the universal congregation to hold more gatherings to 

ground on an only concession to these issues. These issues are secured by the sympathetic. However, 

it deserted to ignore any strength of intelligence the five years in the time frame. Furthermore, the 

settlement was finished in 1982. The two extra here and now understandings were closed on water 

sharing till the year 1988. After that India started the uneven redirection voluntarily. The bargain is 

legitimated for a long time in history.  

Dissimilar to the past settlements, it was extremely reprimanded over its indistinct question 

determination systems. It does exclude any course of action for long haul arrangements of the 

dehydrated period of the water deficiency. These states like China, Bhutan, and Nepal shared a similar 

stream of water in this region. They have their advancement designs that could affect the practical 

way to deal with these arrangements. Be that as it may, these nations were excluded from the 

understanding. Not long after the understanding was set up in that. “Bangladesh,” asked for a survey 

of the watershed status (United Nations, 2018). 

This research study not only describes the water crises in Pakistan but exposing the water 

hegemony of the Indian administration that has created an uncertain situation regarding the water 

sources in Pakistan. There is no doubt that water is a standout amongst the most fundamental 

substances on Earth. Life on the Earth is only possible due to water. All creatures required water for 

their subsistence on Earth. The earth might be transformed into damnation if there were no water on 

the earth. In other words, there is no water on other planets that is why there is no life. Only our earth 

has life and it is due to the water. Besides, all the widely varied vegetation on earth is because of 

water (Dutt, 2008).  

Notwithstanding the fact, the prosperity and progress of societies have always been associated 

with the development of shared resources of freshwater, such practice related to the governance of 

watercourses according to international laws was not available till 1950. 
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Yet, before such development, two conflicting approaches reflected the claims of states over 

their share of resources of water. In this regard, the theories related to „absolute territorial sovereignty‟ 

and „absolute territorial integrity.‟ While the former favors upstream riparian, allowing the unlimited 

use of the waters of a transboundary watercourse located within national borders (regardless of any 

consequences that may occur downstream in other countries), the latter approach favors downstream 

states wishing to prohibit any development in an upstream state that would interfere with the natural 

flow of such a watercourse (Bella, 1996). 

Water politics Between India and Pakistan 

In the vicinity of 1947 to 2011, the Pakistani population swelled right around twelvefold. Presently 

Pakistan has more than one hundred and eighty million individuals. It is probably going to have 355 

million nationals by two thousand fifty. The population has expanded the amount of water in the 

single-stream structural framework. On that the nation is needy has continued as before. Pakistan has 

gone from being a water-surplus nation. Besides, the issues of water quality and water quantity are 

imperative to Pakistan (Rowlatt, 2016). An expected forty to 55 million Pakistanis don't approach safe 

drinking water these days. Yet the legislature burns through 47-fold. The amount on the military 

spending plan is as on the purity of water and hygiene for better health. The point in time of water 

quality and quantity issues and military might be in Pakistan is upsetting for this area of works. There 

are some issues and grave worry threats about what may occur in this water war era by atomic 

furnished. Fear-based oppressor blockaded, overpopulated, intensely water system ward and as of 

now the politically insecure nation. If its single water helps the Indus River, it keeps on being drained 

at the ebb and flow rate. This decrease in the Indus River stream could be because of the 

unsustainable water system hones by Pakistan. Environmental and climatic changes are influencing 

Himalayan icy dissolve (Qureshi W. A., 2017).  

Without a doubt, there is a large examination in Pakistan. That India controls the Indus water 

which was dedicated to Pakistan. Head can be ill-treated to piece water to Pakistan. These 

observations are an indication of the delicate powers. Through this, India uses it as a hydro-dominion. 

In such these exact situations and conditions, differences regarding water will almost certainly keep 

on. It is undermining the possibility of a firm and stable and inexpensive peace amongst both states in 

India and Pakistan. The point in time of water-related issues in Pakistan and military may in Pakistan 

is disappointing. There are main causes of problems and issues about what may occur in this water-

troubled.  Atomic furnished, fear-based oppressor blockaded. Overpopulated, intensely water system 

ward and as of now politically insecure. Nation, if its single water help, the Indus River, keeps on 

being drained at the ebb and flow rate. This decrease in the Indus River stream could be because of 

the unsustainable water system. Hones by Pakistan, environmental change influencing Himalayan icy 

dissolve. Without a doubt, it is broad surveillance of Pakistan. Indian controls the Indus water and 

head can be abused to piece water to Pakistan. This surveillance is a suggestion of the fragile 

authority that India uses as a hydro-dominion. In such a specific circumstance, disagreements 

regarding water will probably keep on undermining the possibility of a steady and economical peace 

amongst India and Pakistan (Price, 2014). 

Streams begin inside its political fringes. The Indian Government, in any case, can altogether 

constrain the stream water into the state of Pakistan. Growth expansion and progress of the dam began 

in 1999. Following Pakistani complaints, the World Bank is settled in two thousand and five. The dam 

would be just filled at twenty-one June. Thirty-one August would be with Pakistani earlier assents. It 

is filled with determined least stream streams. However, in two thousand eight, India kept on filling 

the dam soon in coming September. Considerably, lessening the “Chenab‟s watercourse”, causes crop 

loss in Pakistan. A World Bank council meeting in this manner solicited India to bring down the range 

from the dam. India guarantees the “Baglihar venture” is a completely lawful plan. It includes no 

water stockpiling and in this manner is not saying against IWT. The Indian state has to warn the 

Pakistani nation for endeavoring to shield it. They have done it by watching out for the grievances of 

the overall public around the region of Jammu and Kashmir. This claim isn't counter-intuitive 

considering that the all-inclusive communities. 

The Water Conflict (Genesis) 

Like a large portion of the issues amongst India and Pakistan, the water strife goes back to the 

segment of the Indian Subcontinent. The water rose as a noteworthy blame line following the parcel 

and ensuing part up of the Indus Basin. Thus, India rose as an upper riparian with head-works. For 
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example, Madhopur and Ferozepur already were inundating around one point seven million sections. 

That was of land in West Punjab in its grasp (Sultana, 2012).  

Pakistan was presently a lower riparian than India. The last did not bashful far from 

threatening the previous. It is with the assistance of water control to compel it into giving it 

concessions. The Arbitral Tribunal set up to guarantee the determination of the contentions emerging 

out of the division of benefits. So, on was to last up to March 31, 1948. For whatever length of time 

that it was alive, water streamed continuously to Western Punjab. Be that as it may, on 1
st
 April in 

1948. The day the court stopped to exist, water was ceased shamelessly.  

In this way, wreaking unbelievable destruction to the yields and human and natural life was 

disturbed. In any case, after a hurried round of talks, the Communiqué, a joint explanation known as 

Between Dominion Agreement was affected as indicated. By which East Punjab of India was to 

logically reduce supply to West Punjab of Pakistan. Keeping in mind, the end goal to give it sensible 

time to tap elective sources is the main point.  

Consequently, India guaranteed exclusive rights to all the eastern streams. Composed an 

article, which showed up in the August, issue of Collier's, wherein he drew the consideration of the 

world to the most delicate transnational clash. Among numerous different proposals, the one of 

impressive significance was that the Indus Basin be dealt with. So, abused and created as a solitary 

unit was impressive in the proposal. Another, on whose premise the IWT was later finished up. That 

was a designing arrangement that required the division of the bowl between the two states. 

The Indus Water Treaty 

Though the tug of war between two nations Pakistan and India are going from the partition due to 

many reasons but the water treaties and agreements regarding the implementation of the water laws 

are playing a significant role to keep the fire on (Sarfraz, 2013).  

Both Pakistan and India agreed on a formula of water apportionment called the Indus Waters 

Treaty (IWT) under the supervision of the World Bank as a mediator. General Ayub Khan and Mr. 

Jawaharlal Nehru, the then President of Pakistan and prime minister of India respectively, signed the 

Treaty in Karachi on September 19, 1960 (Bhatti, Mustafa & Waris, 2019) 

Bargaining Chip of India 

Bourbon is for drinking water that is for battling about. In this way goes the oft-cited line of Mark 

Twain. NASA‟s satellite information in two thousand and fifteen uncovered that out of 37 substantial 

aquifers of the world, 21 areas of now moving past their tipping focuses. The condition of the 

contention especially appears to probably compound. It is between the two antagonistic neighbors 

India and Pakistan. Pakistan, a solitary bowl nation, depends on its survival. On the sole source, that 

is, the Indus (Hanasz, Power Flows: Hydro-hegemony and Water Conflicts in South Asia, 2014).  

The two different sources that are groundwater and precipitation, are neither quantitatively 

and subjectively adequate nor are they equally dispersed for Pakistan to turn to. An agrarian economy, 

Pakistan sees an existential danger to its extreme life in India's messing with waters of the Indus issue. 

The Indus Waters Treaty, a designing cum-conciliatory accomplishment of nineteen sixty, 

accommodates an extensive structure for water-sharing and compromise instruments between the two 

states. In any case, the Treaty is asserted by numerous to be soon wounded lastly discarded in the 

verifiable Indo-Pakistani scuffle. Indian investigators contend and press to rebuff the troublesome 

neighbor to influence it to retouch its courses. How far there is the probability for India to toss the 

infant the most-cherished. (Kiani, 2018). 

Conclusion  

Water is a big problem in the region of the subcontinent. As previously mentioned, there have been 

numerous worries raised by Pakistan on Indus Water Treaty. There is space for assist transactions. 

Referring to Article twelve of IWT, B.G. Varghese an India constructed master concerning water 

issues. That has proposed Indus two that will be generally in light of the establishment of Indus one. 

Some on the Pakistan side, as F.S. Ajjazuddin has enunciated that the contention is too vital to be in 

any way left to the two officials to examine. He proposes the setting up a Joint Commission for the 

salvation of this dispute. Its structure depends on the conviction that water assets are a typical 

resource. That neither one of the countries claims them. Every nation should consider itself to be a 

trustee of the asset for whom and what is to come. In any case, the core of the issue is past this Treaty. 

It is the water emergency looked at by both the nations of the region. The emergency cannot be 

credited to any arrangements of the IWT. However, it is to a great extent identified with the botch of 
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water assets all in all by every nation. The Indus River Basin specifically is under it. Both these 

nations of the two states in Asia wound up in such an emergency because of normal variables like 

population development. Urbanization and inadequate policies managing these components. Keeping 

in mind the end goal to handle the water emergency is in the control of management. The dread of the 

softening icy masses of the Himalayas is adding to the burdens of the current water pressure.  

Subsequently, on the main occasion what these nations require is, to manage their ebb and 

flow water administration issues. It afterward made spaces for participation. Wherever conceivable 

including those that can assist manages environmental and climatic changes. Considering Indus two 

or even repeal of the same cannot ensure any answer for the current water emergency. These two 

nations are caught in. The initial step by every nation must be to perceive the water issues of its kin as 

well as those of its neighbors. Activity or inaction of either nation would affect the circumstance in 

the other nation and all the more so in Pakistan, which is a lower riparian nation of the region. 

Regardless of whether the current settlements were to be revoked. Pakistan will in any case keep on 

having ordinary lower riparian rights over the streams streaming into its domain under universal water 

law. The following stage would be for India to mollify Pakistani feelings of dread concerning the 

Indus Water Treaty. In April of the two thousand twelve, India's Indus Water Commissioner 

addressed Time. He had illuminated that there was no doubt of hindering or lessening Pakistani water 

supply in the region.  

Recommendations 

Dr. Muhammad Nawaz Bhatti in his article “Challenges to Indus Waters Treaty and Options for 

Pakistan” Suggests some recommendations to solve this issue. He says “coordinating between 

multiple actors is the best option to sort out water-related issues. It is the reality that water is being 

operated at many scales and many levels. It has become the concern of farmers, citizens, local and 

provincial governments because it has legal, economic, and social ramifications. Unfortunately, there 

is no single solution, because so many levels of water discourse and so many players are involved in 

it. In the water management sector, there is little innovative thinking for managing the chaos. The 

government does not allow the private sector into water-related issues. As compared to power, water 

is generally low on the agenda as dams are being constructed for power generation but issues need to 

be put on the mainstream. (Bhatti, Mustafa & Waris, 2019) 
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